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2020 Community Impact
Check out the impact the Kearney Area Community Foundation has 
had on our community in 2020.

DISTRIBUTIONS TO THE COMMUNITY

TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO KACF

SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED

32%
increase

$5.4 million

46%
increase

$7.3 million

3.1%
increase

$140,635

In the wake of the pandemic, you can 
see the Kearney Area Community 
Foundation’s (KACF) impact on our 
community through several different 
response efforts, like recruiting 
volunteers to help pack food boxes 
for the “Farmers to Families Food Box 
Program” to supporting local nonprofits 
helping our community members get 
back on their feet.
In the Spring of 2020, KACF created 
the “Give Kearney Now” campaign, 
encouraging donors financially 
unaffected by the pandemic to support 
our local nonprofits that were committed 
to acting with fierce urgency helping 
people in our community hit hardest by 
COVID-19. A website was created with 
links to nonprofits helping those in need. 
In addition, the Pay It Sideways Fund 
was created to collect donations to 
support nonprofits in the Kearney area 
that provided local resources for people 
living and/or working in the Kearney area 
suffering hardship due to the COVID-19 
outbreak.
Grants totaling $35,390 were made to 
local nonprofits from the Pay It Sideways 
Fund: Crossroads Mission Avenue, 
Dobytown Kiwanis-Backpack Program, 
First United Methodist Church-East Lawn 
Mission Trailer, HelpCare Clinic, Kearney 
Jubilee Center, Kearney Housing Agency-
Meals on Wheels and the Salvation 
Army. 
KACF also partnered with the Kearney 
Area Chamber of Commerce to establish 
the Kearney Area Emergency Employee 

Relief Fund (KAEER) which distributed 
$188,214.58 to 1,287 applicants, who 
received grants to help with food, rent, 
utilities and other expenses. Funds 
were raised by citizens, businesses, 
foundations and out-of-state donors 
with ties to Kearney.
Together with other nonprofits, KACF 
helped form the Buffalo County Joint 
Information Center (JIC) which was 
established to ensure residents of 
Buffalo County were receiving accurate 
and complete information regarding 
the pandemic. The lead agency for this 
particular collaboration was the Two 
Rivers Public Health Department.  
The Buffalo County Community 
Response Team (BCCRT) led by Buffalo 
County Community Partners (BCCP) 
and collaborating with KACF and other 
nonprofits, pulled together to provide 
essential resources to community 
members affected by the pandemic. 
BCCP’s Executive Director Denise 
Zwiener, KACF’s President/CEO Judi 
Sickler and other community leaders met 
frequently since March 2020 to address 
emerging needs including housing, food 
insecurity, mental health and much more. 
For example, the BCCRT purchased 
freezers and refrigerators for three 
local food pantries with a portion of the 
Community CARES COVID-19 Response 
& Recovery Grant (R&R). The East Lawn 
Food Pantry, the S.A.F.E. Center, and the 
Salvation Army received new appliances 
purchased from local stores to provide 
food to those affected by the pandemic.

“The new refrigerator and freezer 
replaces old, broken appliances at the 
shelter and are greatly enhancing The 
S.A.F.E. Center’s ability to provide 
fresh food to individuals and families 
who have experienced violence. Many 
families in shelters experience food 
insecurity,” said Nikki Gausman S.A.F.E. 
Center Executive Director. “These gifts 
assist in alleviating some of the fear and 
uncertainty experienced by families who 
have been impacted by COVID-19 and 
by violence that has caused them to seek 
safety.”
BCCP staff coordinated the programs 
and distribution of funds; KACF provided 
financial oversight as the fiscal agent of 
the R&R Grant totaling $622,907.50. 
Although 2020 is behind us, we continue 
to work to effectively respond to the 
community’s needs. Thanks to our 
community partners, leaders and donors, 
we are able to continually do our best to 
make a meaningful and positive impact 
on the residents of our community, now 
and in the future.
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Winter/Spring Grantees
KACF’s “Building for Tomorrow” fund recently awarded $15,875 
in grants to seven different local nonprofits in the community. 
These organizations are using their grants to impact people 
living in and around Kearney. 
“Building for Tomorrow aids local entities with the opportunity 
to grow their specific projects. It is such a joy to fulfill their 
requests and help them achieve their mission. The impact this 
program has not only impacts the individuals involved but 
enriches the entire community of Kearney,” said Heidi Narber-
Richter, KACF board member and Building for Tomorrow grants 
committee member. 

• The Buffalo County Community Partners – Be Well 
Collaborative received $5,000 to provide funding for the 
Kearney Area Farmers Market to expand access to locally 
grown produce, as well as nutrition education. 

• Farmers Market 365, Inc. whose mission is to provide locally 
grown produce received $1,500 to help expand their ordering 
and delivery process to serve more households year-round.

• The First United Methodist Church/East Lawn Mission Trailer 
received $3,000 to purchases materials to install covered 
handicap ramps and a loading dock for access to their new 
food pantry located at the East Lawn Trailer Court.

• HelpCare Clinic received $2,000 to update HelpCare’s 
physical space, making work more efficient for staff, patients 
and volunteers.

• The Kearney Community Theatre received $1,000 to offer a 
fall production opportunity of Charlotte’s Web to area 3rd - 
8th graders.

• Kearney Creates received $2,000 to educate and inspire 
the community by designing a website for the chronicle and 
celebration of all of Kearney’s arts.

• The Nebraska 4-H Extension in Buffalo County received 
$1,375 to purchase equipment to establish Buffalo County 
4-H as a Calibraska Arts Initiative satellite site to bring 
professional animators and artists from Los Angeles to teach 
creative industry skills through technology. 

Applications are accepted on a bi-annual basis with the next 
“Building for Tomorrow” deadline on August 1. Nonprofit 
organizations are encouraged to read the grants guidelines by 
visiting www.kearneyfoundation.org/building-for-tomorrow to 
apply for future grants.

Winter and Spring Grantees
Thanks to a generous estate gift, the Kearney Area Community Foundation 
(KACF) created the Arthur Klinkacek Community Enrichment Fund, for 
community preservation and enrichment purposes in honor of Mr. Klinkacek’s 
wishes to help communities in Buffalo County for years to come.
“The Arthur Klinkacek Community Enrichment Fund really shows how the 
Kearney Area Community Foundation fulfills its purpose by managing the 
funds that donors entrust to the foundation and utilizing those funds to 
benefit the area we live in. Programs like this are one of the reasons the 
Kearney area is such a great place to live,” said Carol Pelster, KACF board 
member and Klinkacek Community Enrichment grants committee member.
This winter, eight different nonprofit organizations were awarded a total of 
$70,000 in grants.
• The Buffalo County Recreation Area - Ravenna Lake received $10,000 to 

add a modern restroom and shower facility to the park. This addition will 
be constructed out of concrete and will also provide storm protection.

• Crane River Theater Company, Inc. received $5,000 for their “Building 
Character” program which includes a series of interactive workshops 
focused on creating young leaders by building confidence and creativity 
within area middle school students.

• The Harmon Sonotorium Restoration Committee received $25,000 to 
update and restore the historic Sonotorium in Harmon Park allowing for 
more community involvement in the park.

• The HelpCare Clinic received $5,000 to offer mental health services for 
patients. This program will ensure efficient care for their patient’s mental 
and behavioral healthcare needs.

• The Kearney Area Children’s Museum received $5,000 to transform the 
Agriculture Exhibit, which highlights the impact that agriculture has in our 
community. This will educate children as to where their food comes from 
as well as highlight different occupations in agriculture.  

• The Kearney Whitewater Association received $10,000 for the “Turn 
Flatwater into Whitewater” project to create a 2.3-mile water trail and 
park which will enhance outdoor recreational opportunities for the 
residents of Kearney and visitors.

• The Ravenna Community Foundation, in partnership with the Ravenna 
Chamber of Commerce, received $5,000 to use for a variety of projects 
that will benefit the Ravenna community with e-commerce assistance, as 
well as communicating better with community members.

This spring, three different nonprofit organizations were awarded a total of 
$25,000 in grants.
• Compass received $20,000 to implement a new outpatient therapy 

program in Kearney to support children and families continuing in the 
healing of trauma.

• Crossroads Center, Inc. received $2,500 to replace dilapidated beds and 
mattresses with sturdy, easy-to-clean beds and mattresses for the health 
and safety of homeless guests.

• The Minden Opera House, Inc. received $2,500 to bring in award-winning 
origami artist Linda Stephen to work with the Minden Opera House and 
community residents of all ages to create a collaborative artwork that 
celebrates Minden’s community spirit.

The Arthur Klinkacek Community Enrichment Fund’s grant cycle is triannual 
with deadlines of March 1, July 1, and November 1.
To view guidelines, pre-apply, or find more information, please visit 
www.kearneyfoundation.org/klinkacek. 

Grantee recipients were 
interviewed about how these 

funds would assist their projects/
programs. View interview videos 

pictured above at
www.kearneyfoundation.org/

klinkacek-grantees
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YEAR 1 YEAR 25* YEAR 50*
Establish an 
Endowment

$25,000 gift

$46,700 in grants 
and services

$47,500 balance

$135,500 in grants 
and services

$90,000 balance

gift has 
grown

4
TIMES

9
TIMES

*ASSUMES 5% ANNUAL PAYOUT AND 8% RATE OF RETURN

What is an Endowment?
The Kearney Area Community Foundation manages many 
endowed funds, but what is an endowment?

En•dow•ment (noun): A permanent fund in which the 
principal is preserved and invested, with a portion of the 
earnings distributed annually for charitable purposes.

An endowment is a fund that holds its principal (original 
gifts) in perpetuity (permanently) and only pays out a 
small portion, about 4 to 5 percent per year, as grants or 
scholarships. 
Endowment investments have dual goals: to grow the asset 
and to generate income. 
Through the advice of investment professionals with the 
oversight of our board, the Community Foundation invests 
in funds and companies that we feel will be successful and 
turn a profit; investments that are intended to contribute 
to both the growth of the fund’s assets and the income 
generated by the endowment.
Endowments carry an inherent power to provide for our 
community needs in perpetuity through continued growth.  
Over time, distributions exceed the original gift, while the 
fund balance continues to grow, thanks to responsible 
management.

How does it work?

Your gifts, your legacy
By endowing your gifts today, you can make a difference 
in our community during your lifetime and provide a gift 
that lasts forever. We’ll make grants in the name of your 
fund and always honor your charitable wishes, even if an 
organization receiving grants ceases to exist in the future.

Security and stability
Nonprofit organizations work with the Kearney Area 
Community Foundation to establish agency endowments. 
Investment management and professional accounting yield 
a constant source of funding to help organizations respond 
to emergency needs, plan for the future and sustain the 
good work they do.

Expert help
When donors or nonprofit organizations work through our 
Foundation to achieve their charitable goals, they benefit 
from the expertise of experienced local program staff, 
community leadership and investment management.
Considering an endowment? Contact us today to discuss 
your charitable wishes at (308) 237-3114.


