
Together we raised $638,198! 
THANK YOU KEARNEY AREA! 

      Give Where You Live...Yes You Did! 

Would you like to help improve next year’s event?  
Please take a moment to provide your feedback by following the link below.  

DONORS: http://givewhereyoulive.razoo.com/p/donor_survey 
NONPROFITS: http://givewhereyoulive.razoo.com/p/nonprofit_survey 

On December 3, the Kearney Area  generously showed their support for Give 

Where You Live by donating more than $638,198 (52% more than the  

previous year)! Your generosity significantly helped 146 nonprofits to  

continue their important work to make our communities stronger.  
   

More than 1,800 unique donors (a 44% increase from 2014) made more than 

4156 donations (up 41%) to a variety of causes that improve the quality of life 

for all of us in Kearney and the surrounding area including Amherst, Axtell, 

Elm Creek, Gibbon, Pleasanton, Ravenna and Shelton. 
   

The Kearney Area Community Foundation invested $100,000 in Challenge 

Match Funds, plus $9500 in bonuses and prizes in order to motivate donors to 

make the most of their gifts!  (Not including costs for promotion or the online 

platform fee!) 
 

December 3rd was busy throughout the day with events at giving destinations 

all over the Kearney area including Pleasanton, Ravenna and Shelton. 
 

Your overwhelming response of support helped us to reach our goals for the 

2015 Give Where You Live campaign. We set out to raise awareness of our 

community’s current philanthropic needs, cultivate new funding streams and 

inspire donors to increase their financial support to their favorite local causes 

as well as finding new ones!  
 

Thank you for your support of local nonprofits! 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2016 Edition 

      

“CONNECTING PEOPLE WHO CARE WITH CAUSES THAT MATTER”     Issue #16 

Most Dollars Raised: 
(Not including match and prizes!) 
 

1.  Kearney Area Animal   
      Shelter  $29,723 
2.  Buffalo County Historical  
      Society -$28,985  
3.  Yanney Heritage Park     
      Foundation - $18,780  

4156  Unique Gifts Given: 

    53% 
 2184 gifts online 

    47% 
1972 gifts in person 

2015 GWYL Fast Facts  

$492,773.81 Raised: 
(not including match & prizes) 

   

Gave $267,011.31 in per-
54%   

    46% 
Gave $225,762.50 online 
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2015 Celebration of Giving: An Evening to Honor Outstanding Giving 

Thank You to Our Stakeholders  
(Gifts made January 1— December 31, 2015) 
 

Stakeholders invest in the Foundation to make our daily work possible, which allows us to continue to grow and 
impact the community. Your generous support provides continued growth for the Kearney Area Community 
Foundation and a strong future for the Kearney area. Thank you Stakeholders for your outstanding support! 

Pacesetter Level $1000+ 

Anonymous (several)*                   

Dottie Bowman 

Calvin Johnson 

Jim and Mary Kalb 

 

Lind Eye Care 

Jerry and Edith Marlatt 

Medical Development Management 

Mark and Jayne Meyer 

 

Bill and Julie Oldfather 

Platte Valley Medical Group 

Rick and Karen Rhoads 

Paul and Linda Younes 

Platinum Level $500-$999 

Anonymous (several)*                      

Mitch and Katie Bean 

Jim and Marlene Berglund 

Lonty and Rachelle Bryant 

Dana and Beth Ernst Ernst 

Jim and Marsha Fairbanks 

Robert and Jackie Harpst 

Lance and Chris Hehner 

Jerry and Tami Hellman 

Kearney Dental Clinic, P.C.  

Thomas and Kim Kruger 

James and Margery Lauer 

Martin G. Tilley, MD, DDS, PC  

Wayne and Virginia McKinney 

Dirk and Angie Nickel 

Alan and Germaine Oldfather 

Tom and Sue Reiber 

Bill and Jeanne Ross 

Ken and Lynn Shaffer  

Steven and Barbara Voigt 

Philanthropist Award: David and Lorma Wiebe 

David and Lorma Wiebe were honored at our Celebration of Giving event in 

November with the Philanthropist Award.  The Wiebes have demonstrated 

outstanding civic and charitable stewardship in and around the Kearney 

area for most their lives.  Their generosity and compassion for others is     

inspiring for all of us.  David and Lorma’s charitable spirit motivates others 

to contribute and their enthusiasm for life is contagious! 

Volunteer Award: Charlie and Bev Pickens 

Charlie and Bev Pickens have been active volunteers and fundraisers for 

many charitable causes in the Kearney area since moving here in the 1960’s 

to teach at Kearney State College.  The Pickens continue to contribute their 

individual and collective time and energy to successful fundraising efforts, 

through exceptional leadership in coordinating and motivating other        

volunteers to raise funds. 

Corporate Award: Schrock Chiropractic 

Schrock Chiropractic was selected to receive the Corporate Award for 

providing financial support to local nonprofits.  Their business strategy     

includes community outreach to advance the spirit of philanthropy and     

encourages others to contribute through volunteerism and financial         

support.  Sam Schrock leads his staff and family by example, weaving       

community engagement and philanthropy in their daily lives. 
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Gold Level $250-$499 
Anonymous (several)* 
Dean and Gaylene Aden 
Lynn Andersen 
John and Barbara Bancroft 
George and Roxanne Bascom 
Bill's Liquor  
David and Cindy Blauvelt 
Brett and Shawna Bowman 
Gerald and Genny Brandorff 
Butch and Margaret Brown 
Brown Transfer Co.  

Clarence and Mary Lou Brunkhorst 

David and Kimberly Cantral 
Jerry and Debra Colvert 
Gregg and Kristen Dahlgren 
Phil and Corliss Dixon 
Mike and Deb Eickhoff 
Eustis Body Shop   
Ed and Sherry Foley 
Charleen Frerichs 
Gary and Liz Gillaspy 
Graham Tire Co.  
Galen and Marilyn Hadley 
Ron and Shirley Huss 
Jordan Cochran DDS, PC  

JR's Western, Inc.  
Perry and Mary Kenney 
Dennis and Connie Larsen 
Robin and Judy Marshall 
Alice Mercer 
Helen Nickel 
Northwest Energy  
Dale and Janet Pohlmann 
Lance and Kristy Potthoff 
Tim and Tracey Shada 
Terry and Judi Sickler 
Sorensen Group Inc.  
Dan and Julie Spiers 

Gary and Julie Steffensmeier 
Thirsty's  
Michael and Julia Tye 
Carl and Norma Weber 
Dave and Beth Westesen 
John and Marjorie Westesen 
Byron and Elaine Wiseman 
Tom and Mary York 

Silver Level $100-$249 
Anonymous (several)* 
The Alley Rose  
Amigo's  
Jim Barth and Yvonne Deyle-           

Barth 
Graten Beavers 
Richard and Barbara Beechner 
Larry and Elaine Behrendt 
Jim and Cindy Beno 
Pat and Brenda Bierbower 
Stanley and Vera Lee Brodine 
Steven and Janet Bugay 
June Campbell 
John and Staci Cannon 
Dora Day 
John and Susan Divan 
Ron and Debbie Dobesh 
Dennis and Cheryl Echtenkamp 
Michael and Rebecca Evers 
Connie Francis 
Randy and Krista Fritson 
Carl and Louise Gangwish 
Ganz Law Offices  
Wayne and Norma Gappa 

Fred Hammer 
Gary and Enid Hansen 
Andrew and Michelle Harter 
David and Denise Haupt 
Zeke and Chelle Hayes 
Thomas and Christina Heacock 
Cris and Heidi Hehner 
Hilltop Pet Clinic  
Randall and Roberta Hinrichs 
Robert and Artie Hobbs 
Cheryl Hough 
Gerald and Jean Hueser 
Colleen Jacobsen 
Jeff and Linda Jacobsen 
Roger and Susan Jasnoch 
JP Builders, Inc.  
Brad Kernick 
Beverly J. Kimball 
Phil and Mary Kommers 
Pete and Jane Kotsiopulos 
John and Deanna Lakey 
Dennis and Michaela Lewis 
Andrea Lowe 
Marvin and Sandra McAuliff 
Mark and Jennifer McBride 

Duncan and Janice McGregor 
Gerald and Carolyn Menke 
Charles and Judy Messbarger 
Richard and Sheila Meyer 
Robert and Sandi Moncrief 
Tony and Heather Murray 
Glenda Neben 
Paul and Judy Norblade 
Tim and Peggy O'Dea 
Sally Olsen 
Karen Park 
John and JoDell Payne 
Ron and Carolyn Petersen 
Paul and Elizabeth Plinske 
Glen and Luzy Powell 
Tracil and Kim Power 
Earl and JoAnn Rademacher 
Pam Radtke and Rhonda Artrup  
Paul and Kimberly Rahe 
Arthur and Julie Roach 
Ronny and Kim Roberts 
Doug and Jolly Roeder 
Steve and Stacey Russell 
Charles and Vickie Schaepler 
Henry and Norma Schlattmann 

Jason and Bridget Sharp 
Greg and Sanae Shea 
Dave and Virginia Sims 
Glen and Pat Skeen 
Leonard Skov 
Scott and Lori Smith 
Stagecoach  
Emily State 
Dave and Peggy Townsend 
Ann Tvdik 
Thomas and Michaelene Tye 
Tom and Cheryl Weides 
David and Julie Weir 
Rodney and Janna Wiederspan 
Lloyd and Sherry Wilke 
Wolf Chiropractic Clinic  
Wright Storage Company  
Gene and Joyce Wubbels 
Al and Betty Young 
Bob and Ann Young 
Allen Zikmund 
Dave and Renae Zimmer 
 

* We sincerely apologize if your name doesn’t appear on this list and should.  We have many donors that ask to remain anonymous, 
but if you would like your name listed please contact our office so we can indicate your wishes in our records. 

Bronze Level $50-$99 
Anonymous (several)* 
Les and Jacquline Adelung 
John and Bernadeen Augustyn 
Claude and Nancy Badura 
Bob and Judy Baltzell 
Michael and Elaine Batenhorst 
David and Ann Bauer 
Erik and Racy Bauer 
Sharon E. Beltzer 
Margaret Bender 
Richard and Barbara Bush 
Roger and Marsha Carlson 
Scott and Cindy Casper 
Ronn and Janet Childs 
Lindsay Divan 
Robert and Kay Eckwert 

Mark Foradori and Deanna Jesse  
Nancy Fuller 
Bob and Maggie Glandt 
Connie Glover 
Grand Central Apple Market 
Dale and Susan Greenwald 
Mary Haeberle 
Tommy and Marlene Hansen 
Happy Trails Ranch 
Larry and Carol Hardesty 
Duane Harmoney 
Clark F. Hehner 
Robert and Jera Hinkle 
George and Lola Hoagstrom 
Charles Ihle, D.C. 
Kellie Sue John 
Joel and Jill Johnson 

Lynn and Bernadene Johnson 
Rick and Chris Johnson 

Jackie Kernick 
Jeff and Paige Kreycik 
Jeff and Becky Marshall 
William and Regina McCann 
Bill and Rosella Meier 
Sherry Morrow 
Gary and Barbara Mowrey 
Chad and Amy Paysen 
Perfect Nails, LLC  
Kipp and Sandi Petersen 
Larry and Sherri Peterson 
Martha and Delmar Pettigrew 
PFLAG  
Vernon Plambeck 
Don and Marion Richmond 

Jordan and Laurel Rosado 
Dave and Dani Roseberry 
Grete Sandberg 
Lee and Delphine Sanks 
Larry Speicher 
Julie Ann Stepanek 
Norman and Corliss Stewart 
Michael and Shawna Strong 
Jeremy and Jonna Tesmer 
Garry and Beverly Thomas 
Town and Country Bank  
Nick and Deborah VanMatre 
Don and Marcia Welch 
Wilma Wolford 
John and Sarah Zulkoski 
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Kearney Area Community Foundation 

2015-2016 Board of Directors  
 

Mike Tye, Chair 
Bob Huddleston, Vice Chair 
Sherry Morrow, Secretary 
Jerry Hellman, Treasurer 
 

John Bancroft, Belen Benavides, 
Corliss Dixon, Ron Eckloff,             
Michelle Harter, Michaela Lewis,             
Tom McCarty, Dirk Nickel,                       
Jan Rodehorst, Bill Ross,  
Shellie Seeba, Lori Smith  
and Julie Speirs 
 

Staff:   
Executive Director: Judi Sickler 
Accounting Manager: Angie Vlasin 
Outreach Coordinator: Laurel Rosado 
UNK Interns: Neli Morales and  
Jasmine Thompson   

 
About us 
The Kearney Area Community Foundation 

began in 1995 to provide a platform for  

people to give back to their community.  

Today, the foundation partners with  

numerous organizations and individuals  

to support more than 200 funds providing  

scholarships, enhancing parks, promoting 

education encouraging community  

leadership, and helping those in need.  

Kearney Area Chamber of Commerce 
Mark Benjamin Building Opportunity Scholarship 

GO GREEN! 

Help us save on costs by receiving this 
newsletter via email. Please send your 

email address to us at: 
kacf@kearneyfoundation.org 

BD Construction and the Kearney Area Chamber of 

Commerce (KACC) created the Mark Benjamin  

Building Opportunity Scholarship in memory of Mark 

Benjamin. The scholarship was established to help 

young people learn the construction trade and more  

importantly, gain the skills to build and improve their 

own lives. 
 

Mark Benjamin was the owner of BD Construction   

and the Chair of the KACC Board of Directors when he passed away on April 14, 

2015. Mark’s impact on this community will always remain. His life was a  

testament to making this community better by helping people change their lives 

for the better. His passion will live on by greatly improving many students’ lives 

with this scholarship. 

 

Interested in establishing a scholarship and making a difference 
in the lives of others?  

 

For more information, contact Judi Sickler, Executive Director 
at 308-237-3114 or email at judi@kearneyfoundation.org. 

 
 

Learn more about the current scholarships offered by the Kearney Area Community  

Foundation at www.kearneyfoundation.org/receive/scholarships 

mailto:kacf@kearneyfoundation.org

