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“connecting people who care with causes that matter”

An Anniversary with a Bang
Donors Discover Local Giving

Ten Years of Giving

  

$453,214

BUILDING FOR TOMORROW (BFT) GRANTS DUE FEBRUARY 1
The BFT grant typically funds projects or programs in the Kearney area 
and surrounding communities. Grants are made to nonprofit, federally 
tax-exempt 501(c)(3) qualified organizations, or organizations delivering 
a project or program which have a fiscal relationship with a qualified 
charity.
Applications are accepted on a biannual basis with the deadlines of 
February 1 and August 1. Organizations are encouraged to read the 
grants guidelines by visiting www.kearneyfoundation.org/building-for-
tomorrow to determine if their organization qualifies. 
If you have any questions, please call (308) 237-3114 or email the 
Kearney Area Community Foundation at kacf@kearneyfoundation.org.

KLINKACEK COMMUNITY ENRICHMENT GRANTS DUE MARCH 1
The Arthur Klinkacek Community Enrichment Fund’s grant cycle is 
triannual with deadlines of March 1, July 1 and November 1 (until further 
notice). To view guidelines, fill out a Letter of Intent (LOI), or find more 
information, please visit www.kearneyfoundation.org/klinkacek. (Don’t 
forget to allow time for your LOI submittal and approval, which are 
required before the link to the application is given. The deadline for the 
LOI is 15 days before the due date of the application.)

LOCAL SCHOLARSHIPS OPEN
The Kearney Area Community Foundation manages 55 scholarship 
funds. With scholarships available to those enrolled in a technical college, 
community college and/or university, there’s sure to be a scholarship fit 
for you! Please visit www.kearneyfoundation.org/scholarships to view 
local scholarships.

Upcoming Deadlines
For ten years, community members in the Kearney area 
have shown their support of local nonprofits time and time again. 
Each giving day over the past decade has brought in generous 
amounts to help organizations in the area. For our 10th annual  
Give Where You Live, donors went above and beyond with their 
generosity, as the community raised a RECORD BREAKING 
$1,618,940. That’s 12.6% more than last year’s total!
Since Give Where You Live was launched in 2013, together we 
have raised more than $9,624,335 for our community!
Thank you, Kearney area donors, for “giving where you live”– 
this community is amazing! On behalf of the participating local 
nonprofits, we thank you for your generosity.
Together, we do amazing things for this community! For more 
information, visit www.givewhereyoulive.net

Top Two Participating Nonprofits in 2022

YANNEY HERITAGE PARK FOUNDATION..............$84,095    
  Enhances the community by providing a park with artwork and
  features accessible to all.
PLEASANTON VOLUNTEER FIRE
DEPARTMENT.....................................................................$66,827
  Provides the most highly trained, best equipped force possible
  to protect life and property. 20
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Why is now a good time to make a strategic plan? Did 
you know that in 20 years, the assets of the Kearney Area 
Community Foundation (KACF) have grown from $4.9 million* 
to $36 million**? 

As the Kearney area has grown, so has 
the size and impact of KACF. When it 
began, it set out to do two things: 
     - First, to foster a spirit of 
        charitable giving, and 
     - Second, to make it easier for 
        people with charitable ideas to 
        realize their vision by reducing 
        the administrative stress involved 
        with running a non-profit. 

The question for the KACF board and staff now is “what’s 
next?” With that growth in resources and reputation comes 
questions about “how” or “if” KACF should evolve. 

That’s why the KACF board and staff are excited to embark on 
this strategic planning discussion this year. 

The discussion will revolve around whether we have the 
capacity to do more around our current priorities and whether 
we should expand our charitable mission. These questions are 
not ones answered in a single board meeting, and we as a 
board are simply stewards of the work that previous Kearney 
area leaders have done to build this organization. That is why 
we are taking these questions seriously and involving as many 
people as possible.

If you have opinions, do not hesitate to reach out to me, the 
staff or any of the current KACF board members. We truly 
value the feedback of our friends and neighbors, and we look 
forward to building the future of the Kearney Area Community 
Foundation together.

*2001 audited financials                      **2021 audited financials

www.kearneyfoundation.org

Celebrating Stakeholders 
“We make a living by what we get. We make a life by what we give.” 
          – Winston Churchill

Building for Tomorrow
bi-annual grantsbi-annual grants

Looking to the Future
Why Hire a Strategic Planner?

Jonathan Nikkila
KACF Board Chair, 

VP of Public Affairs at 
50CAN

Thanks For Your Support
The support that we raise through the annual Stakeholder campaign improves the quality of life for others. 
Donations help us operate the Foundation, as well as continue our outreach to the community.

Thank you to our 2022 Stakeholders!*

*January 1 - December 31, 2022. We sincerely apologize if your name doesn’t appear on this list and should. We have many donors that 
ask to remain anonymous, but if you would like your name listed, please contact our office so we can indicate your wishes in our records.

 ACTIVIST
 Affiliated Brokers Insurance
 Anderson Bros Electric
   Plumbing & Heating Inc.
 Daniel and Sharon Babl
 Karol Bogard and Bill Hamsa
 Tom and Sue Bokenkamp
 Brett and Shawna Bowman
 Dottie Bowman
 David and Kimberly Cantral
 Rob and Vicki Clevenger
 CopyCat Printing
 Culligan of Kearney
 Dana and Beth Ernst
 Carl Gangwish
 Robert and Wanda Glanzer
 Headwaters Corporation
 Jerry and Tami Hellman
 Hellman, Main, Coslor and
   Kathol, PC
 Judy A. Henning
 Integrity Dental Arts
 Intellicom
 Brad Kernick
 David and Cathie Kingsley
 Bob and Marilyn Lammers
 Greg and Dawn Lundell
 Mid States Irrigation & Repair
   of Kearney, Inc.
 Bryan Newcomb/Newcomb
   Diesel, LLC
 Parker, Grossart & Bahensky,
   Advised Fund
 Scott and Lori Smith
 Larry and Joan Swanson
 Greg Tesdall and RuthAnn
   Kaufman
 Ray and Jolene Ward
 Cheryl Webber 
 ACHIEVER
 Dean and Gaylene Aden
 Amigos-Kevin and Julie
   Kershner
 The Andersons Inc.
   Charitable Foundation
 Pam Artman
 Barney Financial Services
 George and Roxanne
   Bascom
 Jim and Marlene Berglund
 CCT Partners, LLC 
 Click Family Healthcare
 Contemporary Obstetrics &
   Gynecology
 Stan and Carol Dart
 Duncan-Theis Construction
 Eakes Office Solutions

 Family Practice Association  
 Duane Franzluebbers
 Graham Tire Kearney
 Galen and Marilyn Hadley
 Jerry and Jean Hueser
 Bryan and Candy Kuntz
 Dennis and Connie 
   Larsen
 Gene and Linda Liebig 
 Robin and Judy Marshall
 John C. and Leslie Martin
 Thomas McCarty
 Dan and Karen McClenahan
 Barb Naber
 Nelson’s Furniture
 Paul Davis Restoration
 Craig and Jodi Peshek
 Dale and Janet Pohlmann
 Paul and Kimberly Rahe
 Thomas and Susan Reiber
 Russell’s Appliance and 
   Electronics
 John and Sonia Sahling
 Chuck and Vickie Schaepler
 Terry and Judi Sickler
 L.R. Smith
 Sorensen Group, Inc.
 Dan and Julie Spiers
 Gary and Julie Steffensmeier
 Michaelene and Thomas 
   Tye II
 Steve and Barb Voigt
 Dave and Beth Westesen
 Wilkins Architecture Design
   Planning L.L.C.
 Elaine B. Wiseman 
 PROMOTER
 Les and Jacqueline Adelung
 Ross and Jean Armstrong
 Ashley Homestore/
   Hometrends
 Claude and Nancy Badura
 John and Jean Barry
 Ann and David Bauer
 Aaron and Jade Benner
 Jim and Cindy Beno
 Lean and Ardy Brandt
 Dwayne and Margaret 
   Brown
 Richard and Althea Bugay
 John and Staci Cannon
 Heather Chacon
 Kelly and Michelle 
   Christensen
 Ella Mae DeWeese
 Ron and Debbie Dobesh
 Jerry and Nancy Dulitz

 Dennis and Cheryl
   Echtenkamp
 Fidelity Charitable
 Steve and Judy Fisher
 Beth Forbess
 Jerald and Janet Fox
 Charleen Y. Frerichs
 Dale and Sue Greenwald
 Chad and Michelle Groves
 Warren and Janean Hahn
 Zeke and Chelle Hayes
 Kris and Amy Herbig
 Randy and Bert Hinrichs
 Bob and Artie Hobbs
 Rod S. Horsley
 Cheryl Hough
 Imtiaz Islam and Ishrat Saif
 Tammy and Paul Jackson
 Jeff Johnson
 Kearney Artist Guild
 Paul and Angie Kenney
 Harold and Cathy Labun
 John and Deanna Lakey
 Pete and Beth Ludowese
 Jeff and Becky Marshall
 Mark and Jen McBride
 Jerry and Carolyn Menke
 Alice Mercer
 Eric and Donna Michel
 Mirror Marketing
 Sheryl Murray
 O’Brien Straatman Redinger
   Funeral Home
 David Palmer and 
   Michelle Fleig-Palmer
 Charles A. and Nancy J. Peek
 Glen and Luzy Powell
 Pam Radtke and Rhonda 
   Artrup
 Jeanne and Jerry Rash
 Francis and Judith Anne 
   Roberts
 Ronny and Kimbra Roberts
 Norma Schlattmann
 LeRoy and Carolyn Schulte
 Scriven Family Trust
 Greg and Sanae Shea
 Arlene Sonksen
 Norm and Corliss Stewart
 Michael and Shawna Strong
 Jeremy and Jonna Tesmer
 Town & Country Bank
 Dave and Peggy Townsend
 Ken and Alicia Tracy
 Mel Wiens
 Don Wiester
 Alan and Betty Young 
  

 CONTRIBUTOR
 Alley Rose
 Tom and Kari Anderson
 Mike and Elaine Batenhorst
 Jamie and Tammy Becker
 Deb Beerman
 Sharon Beltzer
 Jed and Kristen Bespalec
 Ronald and Linda Brewer
 Stanley and Vera Lee Brodine
 Steve and Janet Bugay 
 Roger and Marsha Carlson
 Roger and Cecelia Davis
 Howard and Sandy 
   Dondlinger
 Bruce Ellingson
 Marlene and Tommy Hansen
 Duane Harmoney
 Robert and Jera Hinkle
 Jackie Kernick
 Phil and Mary Kommers
 Keith Kucera
 Kevin and Joan Lindenstein
 Laurel McKellips
 Ted Moon
 Rosemary Northwall
 Germaine Oldfather
 Craig and Betty Peister
 Kipp and Sandi Petersen
 Larry Peterson
 Rex and Shari Peterson
 S & W Specialties
 David and Kathryn
   Swerczek
 Kenneth and Arlene 
   Wiederspan
 Fran and Jan Wilson
 *As of December 31, 2022

 

 If you are interested in
 either joining the list of
 Stakeholders above, or
 becoming an Edison Society
 level donor (gifts of $1,000
 and above), please contact
 

It doesn’t take much to see how much the Kearney Area Community 
Foundation (KACF) has changed since its beginning 28 years ago. So 
what does that growth mean going forward?

KACF has hired a strategic planning firm to help map out the 
Foundation’s goals for the future. With vast expertise in 
community foundation work, Ekstrom Alley Clontz & Associates 
(EAC) will closely examine what KACF does and look to the Kearney 
community to elevate ideas that KACF can use to better serve the 
area.

“We are delighted to be assisting the Kearney Area Community 
Foundation as it looks to build a better future for its community,” 
says Steve Alley, Managing Partner at Ekstrom Alley Clontz & 
Associates.

EAC has already started the strategic planning process, by 
individually talking to each KACF staff member about their roles. 
Those discussions, mixed with conversations with some KACF board 
members, will give EAC a better idea of how KACF currently 
operates.

EAC is also setting up interviews with several individuals around the 
community. These interviews will help determine how the 
community views the Foundation and what they’d like to see KACF 
accomplish in the future.

After gathering information from the various conversations, EAC will 
put together something of a “road map” for KACF. The road map will 
include a 10-year vision for KACF’s work in the community, as well as 
key strategies to start working toward that vision.

EAC has a lot of experience with community foundations, so they are 
extremely qualified to determine what paths would be best for KACF 
to take. They credit their knowledge base and their team members’ 
experience in the field with their ability to make a plan. 

The Kearney Area Community Foundation would like to give a big 
thank you to the Peter Kiewit Foundation and the Ron & Carol Cope 
Foundation for partially underwriting our strategic planning efforts.

Developing our Impact
Making a Plan to Grow

us at (308) 237-3114.


